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Brussels, the 7th of February 2008

Petition and European Walk
Preamble:
This petition came to the mind of a parent who did not see her daughter for over four years, as she had been kidnapped by the other parent, to Germany.
None of the officials of her government was ever brave enough to condemn that kidnapping.
That parent has been in contact with fathers and mothers, equally victims of the determination of an ex’, to resort to hostage taking in order to square his or her accounts.

When the Power is afraid of confronting his nonexistent will against the powerful one of the alienating parent, it authorizes kidnapping, denial of visitation rights, or pretends it does not exist. The first result of such an attitude is the loss of all contacts between the child and the left behind parent.
The second one is the mental destruction of the child, left in the hands of the lone and manipulating parent, in front of nondescript and amorphous authorities, teaching us the contempt of the Law.

Our petition wants to fight against the fake pretence of the non-existence of the problem, and the real cowardice of the Authority. 
Through our action, we wish to call those authorities to a change of mind. Laws against the ill-treatment of children do exist in most European countries; millions of bad excuses do that those laws are too often left aside.

The authorities ought to admit that such ill-treatments occur, and ought to dare to apply the law to its fullest extent.
Parental kidnapping and denials of visitation rights are ill-treatments.

*

**

The Action: 
In order to advertise this petition, and to obtain one million of signatures, a mother and a father, both separated for years from their children, decided to walk through Europe, from one of its political centres of decision – Brussels – to another one: Strasburg.
According to the new EU reform treaty (“The treaty of Lisbon”), citizen initiative, through petition, is taken with the utmost consideration.

The title II of that treaty, “Disposition regarding the democratic principles” contains new articles (8-A-B and C). It mentions the reference to the citizen initiative, regarding the million of signatures, as follows:
(Article 8B al 4)

"Not less than one million citizens who are nationals of a significant number of Member States may take the initiative of inviting the European Commission, within the framework of its powers, to submit any appropriate proposal on matters where citizens consider that a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the Treaties.
The procedures and conditions required for such a citizens' initiative shall be determined in accordance with the first paragraph of Article 21 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union."

You may read the full text at the following address :
http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/focus/reformtreaty/index_en.htm
As you may see, the article refers only to the inside politics of the European Union but, with one million signatures, we shall force the Union to open itself to the outside world.

**

Our intention : 

We intend to walk through Belgium, Germany and France, reaching Strasburg, for what will literally be a crusade, and will last several weeks.
We shall leave Brussels on the 25th of April, Parental Alienation Awareness Day. We shall arrive in front of the EP building, in Strasburg, on the 21st of May, a few days before the Missing Chidren Day.
We shall go from one town to the next, partly on foot, partly by public transports. We shall stop by in quite a few major cities, in order to collect a maximum of signatures for the petition that we are advertising through this crusade.

We are asking each association, each person feeling involved in this problematic to get as many names and signatures as possible for the petition and to bring them to Strasburg. You will – would you feel like it – be quite welcome to walk with us for the last few kilometres and give the filled petitions to the EP.
Please send the petition, original or copies, depending on the fact you will come along or not to Strasburg, before the 15th of May 2008, to:

Marie Breda
Rue du Duc 10/12

4860 Pepinster

Belgium
Further, we would be delighted to get the ethical support of companies, associations and personalities. We shall propose them to support our cause through the use of their logo, or their name, on our documents.
*

**
The Petition :

It will be a declaration of Principles.

Each child has the right to a relationship with both his/her parents.

Each parent has the right to a relationship with his / her child(ren).

Various laws protect this principle of a relationship between parents and children, but the judges do not use them to their fullest extent and, sometimes, do not apply them at all.

The responsible persons in the courts, or in the various administrations; the politicians and the directors of the schools; doctors and psychologists, none of them will show any courage. Through its refusal to react, in front of those ill treatments of the child, the European Union is not able anymore to protect the ethical fundamentals of our society.

The problem is not that laws would be bad ; it is that the people in charge of their use are cowards.

That is the reason why we wrote this petition. We are asking for one thing : the return of the respect of the Law, the use of the law. The political and the judicial authorities must be courageous again. The specialists ought to abandon their implicit approbation of the laisser-faire, of the destruction of the child and, on the contrary, strongly suggest that the crime should be punished, and that the child ought to be reconstructed.
Too often has Justice been seen as separated from Ethics. Too often has it been seen as sensitive only to the determination of the actors of the judiciary debate, even when that determination was a destructive one. We must now show that the determination of the citizens, having in mind the well being of the child, is stronger than the one of vindictive parents whose only joy in life is the hostage taking of innocent children.
To sign the petition :
http://www.lapetition.be/petition.php?petid=1777
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Please feel free to drop a line if you are yourself a victim of some administrative cowardice.

*

**

Preparation:

The long walk will start on the 25th of April. About a week before the beginning or our walk, we are contemplating a certain amount of “happenings”. We shall probably spend each day in front of a different building, representative of the political authority, in order to start the collecting of the signatures.
Among those buildings, we are considering various court houses, ministries of Justice and Foreign Affairs, the House of Parliament, the European Parliament, a few chosen Embassies.
We shall devote one full day to an action in the tube as well.
Would you wish to come along, please contact us, so we can give you all the relevant information in due time.
Sabine Vander Elst, mother of Maëliss Umhey, kidnapped by

her father, for almost 5 years to an European Country:

Germany.

http://lebensborn2-mafille-maeliss.skynetblogs.be/
Pascal Gallez, father of Antoine Gallez, kidnapped by his

mother, for almost 11 years, to an European country:

Germany:

http://antoinekailouisghislain.skynetblogs.be/
Thank you to :

Associations:
sosraptsparentaux: http://users.skynet.be/sky57353 , 

Caps_lespapas.com http://www.lespapas.com/
CAP Enfance ASBL www.capenfance.be
People: 
Robin Denison, of www.parental-alienation-awareness.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.parental-alienation-awareness.com/" \t "_blank"  ,
Ghislain Duchateau, of www.goudi.be
The members of the forum www.citoyens-attentifs.be
Companies: 
 www.mafemmesebarre.com  
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